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Abstract

Analysis of variance (ANOVA) is one of the most frequently used statisti-
cal analyses in practical applications. It is routinely used in several research
areas, namely in Medical and Biomedical Sciences, Agriculture, Social Sci-
ences, to name just a few. Despite being widely used on the assumption that
sample dimensions are known, there are many relevant situations in which
these dimensions are not known in advance. Such situations frequently occur
when a fixed time period is established for collecting the observations. In this
presentation we show that this may be overcome when we carry out ANOVA
assuming the sample sizes as realizations of independent random variables.
This approach must be based on an adequate choice of the distribution of
these random variables. There are two families of such distributions, ac-
cording to the existence or non-existence of an upper bound for the sample
sizes. Examples with distributions of these two families will be considered, in
which their choice is based on practical situations. The applicability of the
proposed approach is illustrated through some applications, considering real
and simulated data. With this presentation, we intend to give an overview
of our latest advances in the field of “ANOVA with random sample sizes”,
considering fixed and mixed effects models.
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